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"fcKEHHAS'GY KABUL PRIORITY 
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a, ACcoRoiriQ ro ruo separate sources here, soviet army units 

HAVE ENTERSO APUHAiU STAB'S QAOAKHSHAN PROVINCE AT ESKASHIM 
ON THE OKUS RIVER, TQUN IS AT THE BASE OF THE KAKHAH CORRIDOR 
.- "THUMB " , SOVIET TROOPS ARE SAIO TO HAVE PUSHED SOUTH OOKN 
ROAD TO IEBAK, THEN TURNED TOWARD 8AHRAK, ttHERE THEY EN- 
COUNTERED STIFF RESISTANCE FROM NATIONALIST FORCES. SOVIET 
AHTTCJPATEn GOAL IS PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OF PAIZABAO. 

3, REPORTEDLY, TROOPS CROSSED OXUS ON TEMPORARY BRIDGE*, «. . 
WHICH WILL NOT SUPPORT ARHOREO VEHICLES. ONE SOURCE THINKS 
ESKASKiM HAS SERED BECAUSE IT CONTROLS TRAFFIC THROUGH 
'&AKHAN CORRIDOR. THIS THESES SUPPOSES THAT CHINESE -ARE 
RUNNING SUNS AND/QR MEN THROUGH THE ttAKHAN. I HAVE YET TO 
MEET AN INFORMED OBSERVER HERE, HOWEVER, HHO THINKS 
CHINESE ARE DOING SO. 
ARCHARD 
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